In conclusion, the inclusion of two dimensional and Doppler echocardiography in a study protocol of patients with SLE can identify an important subset of patients with cardiac abnormalities. Clinically significant lesions are uncommon, however, usually occurring in patients with SLE activity. In addition, the finding of an association between antiphospholipid antibodies and endocardial lesions suggests the possibility of a prominent role for these antibodies in the pathogenetic mechanisms of heart valve disease in lupus. 
